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8th Sunday in Pentecost July 15, 2018 
 

prelude 

Confession and forgiveness 
Deacon Welcome to CGS this morning  

Pastor God, your Spirit, moved over the misty waters of creation, filled the lungs of 

your humans, empowered the prophetic voices of Israel, was the sustaining gift 

of a resurrected Christ, and calls ordinary people to live extraordinary lives.  

All Holy Spirit, you have gifted us with the power to perform miracles and be 

your witnesses here and to the ends of the earth. Yet we stand so often 

convicted that we are inadequate, fearful of our own failings and sin.  

Forgive us when we try to limit your power and underestimate your 

capabilities.  

Forgive us when we fail to open our hearts full to the opportunities you 

present us.  

song 
FORGIVENESS WALTZ 
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Pastor Children of God, it is my privilege to remind you that you are forgiven and made 

whole in the name of the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer. Amen! 
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Song 
GATHER US IN 
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song 
THE GREAT COMFORTER DESCEND 
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Greeting & prayer of the day 
Pastor The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

All And also with you! 

Deacon Let’s pray  

O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. 

Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our 

hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being 

defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

I invite you to be seated 

readings 
Reader Our first reading this morning is from Amos 

 7This is what the Lord God showed me: the Lord was 

standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a 

plumb line in his hand. 8And the Lord said to me, “Amos, 

what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the 

Lord said,  

 “See, I am setting a plumb line 

  in the midst of my people Israel; 

  I will never again pass them by; 

 9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 

  and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 

  and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 

  10Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, 

“Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the 

land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has said,  

 ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 

  and Israel must go into exile 

  away from his land.’ ” 
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn 

your bread there, and prophesy there; 13but never again prophesy at Bethel, for 

it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 

  14Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I 

am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15and the Lord took me from 
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following the flock, and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people 

Israel.’ ” 

 Word of God, Word of Life 

All Thanks be to God.  

 

Reader The good news of Jesus Christ from the Gospel of Mark 

 14King Herod heard of the disciples’ preaching, for Jesus’ name had become 

known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; 

and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “It is 

Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But 

when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 

  17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put 

him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod 

had married her. 18For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to 

have your brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him, and 

wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he 

was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he 

was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21But an opportunity 

came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers 

and for the leaders of Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and 

danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me 

for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23And he solemnly swore to her, 

“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24She went 

out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of 

John the baptizer.” 25Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I 

want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26The 

king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he 

did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard 

with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 
28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to 

her mother. 29When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, 

and laid it in a tomb. 

 Word of God, Word of Life 

All Thanks be to God.  

sermon 
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Song of the day 
ONE THING REMAINS 
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Baptism  
Pastor God, who is rich in mercy and love, … 

Since Kevin, Rachel, and Gareth will not be a part of our community at CGS, we 

entrust them to the faith community where they live and I ask those of you 

here, do you promise to pray for him in his new life in Christ? 

All We do. 

Deacon I ask everyone to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the 

faith of the church. 

Do you renounce evil and all the forces that defy God? 

All I renounce them. 

Deacon Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

All I renounce them. 

Deacon Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

All I renounce them. 

Deacon Do you believe in God the Creator? 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

Deacon Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

All I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead.* 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Deacon Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

All I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. 
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Pastor We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit … honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

All Amen. 

Pastor Gareth, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

All You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia! 

Pastor We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give 

your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to 

eternal life. 

Sustain Gareth with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 

fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

All Amen. 

Pastor Let us welcome the newly baptized Gareth Rosser. 

All We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join 

us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 

Prayers of the people 
Deacon Growing in faith and discipleship, we give thanks for God’s merciful compassion 

as we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Deacon … God in your mercy,  

All   Hear our prayer 

Deacon For what else do the people of God pray?  

Here we invite you to offer up any prayers that might weigh on your heart or speak to your life.  

Deacon Gracious God, we lift to you these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, 

trusting in your everlasting love and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen 

Passing of the peace 
Pastor The peace of Christ be with you all. 

All And also with you.  

You are invited to share a sign of peace with one another through a handshake, fist bump, hug or any 

move that respects one another’s bodies and personal boundaries. Asking permission is always 

encouraged and make us feel good. We often say “Peace be with you” when we greet one another.   
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Announcements & offering  
We collect a portion of what God has given us (our time, our wealth, our gifts) 

for the sustenance of the whole community, with particular focus on those with 

the greatest need. You can also give online at www.cgslc.org/donate 

 

Offering song 
CHRIST HAS NO BODY NOW BUT YOURS 

Please sing as we collect the offering 
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Offering prayer 
Deacon Merciful God,  

All you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. You 

have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts 

to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen 

the great thanksgiving  
Pastor God be with you 

All And also with you 

Pastor Lift up your hearts in joy 

All We lift our hearts up to God  

Pastor Let’s give thanks to God together 

 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

In the beginning, your Spirit brooded over the primordial waters, bringing forth 

the life of everything you have declared good.   

That same Spirit, your own breath, you breathed into our lungs at birth, as you 

declared each and every human being your own “very good” creation.  
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By that same Spirit, in whirlwind and tower of flame, you led your people Israel 

from captivity to freedom, through the wilderness and into the Promised Land. 

That Spirit descended upon your Son at Baptism and led him into the 

wilderness to prepare him for his own ministry of liberation. He was lifted up on 

the cross to draw all people to himself, to make us truly free. 

 

 
Words of Institution 

With this bread and cup, we remember that even death could not hold our Lord 

captive, we remember that Christ broke death itself to open the way to eternal 

life for your whole beloved creation. And so we proclaim with joy and boldness 

the gift of God’s grace.  
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Fill us with your life-giving presence as we share this feast. Pour out your Holy 

Spirit upon us. Bind us together as your Body and send us out to proclaim your 

gospel of love in ways our friends and neighbors will find meaningful and 

healing. Equip us with every gift we need to be your Pentecost church today. 

 

the lord’s prayer 
You are invited to pray in the language of your own choosing. 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours,  

 now and forever. Amen. 

Just as Christ welcomes all people, all people are welcome at Christ’s table here at CGS. We invite you 

to share communion regardless of your age, race, creed, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, 

social status, or ability. There are gluten free wafers for those who need them. The silver chalices 

contain red wine. The ceramic chalices contain white grape juice. If you wish to receive a blessing in lieu 

of grain and grape, let the pastor know when you come forward. They will be happy to give you a 

blessing. 
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communion songs 
HOLY COMMUNION 
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OPEN OUR EYES, LORD 
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MORNING HAS BROKEN 
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post-communion canticle & prayer 
FOREVER 

 
 

Song continues next page 
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post-communion prayer 
Deacon God of grace and gift; 

All Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and 

cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by 

these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we 

thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. Amen.  

blessing 
You are invited to stand as you are able.  

Pastor May God bless you and keep you 

 May God’s face shine on you and be gracious to you 

 May God look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

 In the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer 

All Amen 

  



20 

song 
SOON AND VERY SOON 
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Dismissal 
Pastor Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

All Thanks be to God 

postlude

Selected items from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #40099. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Forgiveness Waltz Johnathan Rundman 

Great Comforter, Descend. Music: Michael Van Patter. Text: Isaac Watts 

Christ has no Body Now But Yours. Music and Lyrics by David Ogden. 

Holy Communion. Music and lyrics David Gungor and John Arndt © 2014 The Brilliance Music. 

Forever. Music and Lyrics: Chris Tomlin 


