Gathering
From the back of the church.
Pastor, Deacon, and kids are gathered there to light the wreath
Pastor

People of God, our foremother Esther was a heroic woman who
risked her life to bring peace for her people.

Deacon

We want peace to overcome struggle, violence, and cruelty. But it can
be dangerous to call for peace.

All

This might be the job God needs us to do.

Deacon

Today we light a candle of peace. Hope in the one who will come. We
pray for God’s peace to prevail among us.

Light candle
Pastor

People of God, take courage.

All

We take courage from the illumination of God’s peace
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Pastor

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All

And also with you.

Deacon

God of justice,…we pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

All

Amen.
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Word

Reader

This is God’s creating word

(Esther 4.1-17)
When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his
clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, and went through the city,
wailing with a loud and bitter cry; he went up to the entrance of the
king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed with
sackcloth.
In every province, wherever the king’s command and his decree
came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting and
weeping and lamenting, and most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes.
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When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen
was deeply distressed; she sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that
he might take off his sackcloth; but he would not accept them. Then
Esther called for Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, who had been
appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn
what was happening and why.
Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front
of the king’s gate, and Mordecai told him all that had happened to
him, and the exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay
into the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. Mordecai
also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their
destruction, that he might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and
charge her to go to the king to make supplication to him and entreat
him for her people.
Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. Then Esther
spoke to Hathach and gave him a message for Mordecai, saying,
‘All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know
that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court
without being called, there is but one law—all alike are to be put to
death. Only if the king holds out the golden sceptre to someone, may
that person live. I myself have not been called to come in to the king
for thirty days.’
When they told Mordecai what Esther had said, Mordecai told them
to reply to Esther,
‘Do not think that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than
all the other Jews. For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief
and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another quarter, but you
and your father’s family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have
come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.’
Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai,
‘Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my
behalf, and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and
my maids will also fast as you do. After that I will go to the king,
though it is against the law; and if I perish, I perish.’
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Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered
him.
Reader

God speaks to us in many ways.

All

Thanks be to God.
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Deacon

Together, let us affirm our faith in preparation for the one who comes
to be with us.

All

We believe in God the Parent, creator of heaven and earth.
The one who is full of patience,
who is not afraid of silence,
who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise.
The one who is beyond bluster and flurry,
and who does not jostle for attention.
We believe in God the Christ, Savior of creation,
who slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed,
who lived thirty years without headlines or hurry,
who frequently took time alone with his patient creator,
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who waited for the right time to become the suffering servant,
who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers,
whose silence overpowered their words,
who died, then rose again on a quiet morning.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens, empowers, renews and refreshes,
sometimes arriving with obvious power,
sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper.
We believe in one God
who patiently waits for us,
and who longs for us to do the same.
We hold a moment for silent reflection
Deacon

As we await the coming of Christ into our lives, we pray in hope for all
of creation and all that passes between us.

Deacon

Clean our hearts, … Send us out to proclaim the mercy and salvation
that abides in you.
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Deacon

Protect the creation… Move us to care for your creation in all its forms
and richness.

Deacon

Hear the cries of your people… Bring light to those who sit in the
darkness.

Deacon

For what else do the people of God pray?
Here we invite you to offer up any prayers that might weigh on your heart or
speak to your life.
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Deacon
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Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these
prayers …and those unspoken, in the name of Christ, Emmanuel.

Pastor

The peace of Christ be with you all

All

And also with you.
We often say “peace be with you” while shaking hands or hugging. You’re
encourage to express peace and reconciliation with those around you as you
are able.
We share with one another the ways that God is moving in our lives. This is one
way that we see God’s promises made manifest among us. If you have a need,
celebration, or way that God is working through you, we hope you will share it
with us.
You can learn more about how CGS proclaims, welcomes, and serves by
visiting www.cgslc.org/living-together.html

Meal
As the choir lifts up a musical offering, we collect an offering of the abundance
that God gives us and the prayers of our hearts. You’re invited to use the pieces
of paper in the pew to write a prayer that will be lifted up next week. You can
place your prayers, and your offering in the plates that are passed. You can
also give online at www.cglsc.org/donate or email your prayer requests to
pastormanda@cgslc.org.
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Deacon

Let us pray (a moment of silence) Holy God,

All

We thank you for this season of peace. Help us to be more like Mary,
believing in your word and trusting in the fulfillment of your
promise. You came to us as a baby in the manger. You come again in
this bread and wine. Through these gifts help us to bless the lives of
others. In your name we pray, Amen.
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You are invited to pray in the language of your own choosing.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Just as Christ welcomes all people, all people are welcome at Christ’s table here
at CGS. We invite you to share communion regardless of your age, race, creed,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, social status, or ability. There are
gluten free wafers for those who need them. The silver chalices contain red
wine. The ceramic chalices contain white grape juice. If you wish to receive a
blessing in lieu of grain and grape, let the pastor know when you come
forward. They will be happy to give you a blessing.
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Deacon

Let us pray (moment of silence) Holy One,

All

we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again
on your endless peace. Let it overflow more and more in our lives,
that we may be messengers to prepare your way, harvesters of your
justice and righteousness, and bearers of your eternal Word, our
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Sending
“Go in the Peace of the Lord,” sung by Keynote Vocal Group

Page | 21

Page | 22

Leader

Go in peace and serve the Lord

All

Thanks be to God.

Wreath lighting liturgy is adapted from litanies written by Rev. Martha K.
Spong, 2014.
Affirmation of Faith written by Dave Hopwood and posted on Area 52 at
https://engageworship.org
Offering prayer written by Shirley Woods.
Benediction written by Roddy Hamilton and posted on Mucky Paws.
http://www.nkchurch.org.uk/index.php/mucky-paws
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