
 
  



 
This is Holy Week, the most important week of the year for us as Christians.  Throughout the week we 

worship many times, seeing first-hand the stories of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.   
It is our hope that you find yourself taking part in worship on each of these days in order to grasp the 

complete gift of grace that is made real for us in the resurrection of Christ.  
 

Contained in this packet are all the bulletins for: 
Palm Sunday: March 25th - 10:00 a.m.  

Maundy Thursday: March 29th – 7:00 p.m.  
Good Friday: March 30th –7:00 p.m. 
Easter Vigil: March 31st –at home  

 
We hope that you will return each night to worship together.  

However, if you are not able to do so, please feel encouraged to take this bulletin home and guide you 
through Holy Week. The last worship is a vigil that you can practice at home. We hope to see you on 

April 1st to celebrate the resurrection of Christ on Easter morning.  
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The Palm Sunday Liturgy recreates the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem as we wave our palms 

and signs of hope, and dance with joy at the arrival of our Messiah, our Savior, the Head of our 
collective body.  

Thus, Holy Week begins. 
 
 

+

+
Worship begins in the Narthex (lobby) where everyone is invited to grab a couple palm branches and a protest/hope 

sign if you didn’t bring your own. Hold them high and raise them up when you speak! 
 

P  Blessed is the one who is born of Mary.   

All Hosanna to the one who became human!  

P Blessed is one who is a descendant of King David.  

All Hosanna to the King of kings.  

P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of God.  

All  Hosanna in the highest! 

D We praise you, O God for the reconciliation made known to us through Jesus Christ. When 

he took the road toward Jerusalem and death he was blessed as King and Messiah by those 

who offered their palm branches and animals for his arrival. This morning, bless these 

branches and offerings as well as those who carry them. Grant us the courage and grace 

to walk in the way of the cross so that when we are joined to Christ’s death and resurrection, 

we might become vessels of your kingdom of justice and peace, reconciliation and freedom, 

and life everlasting. Amen.  

We invite the children to enter the sanctuary first. 
Everyone is invited to make your way in to worship. 

You are also invited to place your signs at the foot of the altar.  

+

 
Rise up 

Rise up and walk with God 
Don’t you know you’ve got to rise up 

Don’t you know you’ve got to rise up and walk with God 
 

+
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

All And also with you. 

  



+
P When the parade is over, do we pick up our lives, brush them off, and live in the old way? 

Do we toss our palm branches aside, so we can grasp the tendrils of temptation? As we 

begin the journey through the holiest of weeks, let us speak the truth, as we confess to our 

God, praying together. 

Pause for silence and reflection 

P Ever constant Love,   

All We confess that we love a parade. 

We confess that we are not so different from those who welcomed Christ into Jerusalem 

on Palm Sunday 

yet shouted “crucify him” or remained silent in the face of injustice.  

Mixing love and hope together you pave the way to the kingdom 

but we prefer to stub our toes on the potholed roads of temptation.  

You would touch the cup of grace to our parched lips, 

but we seem to hunger for the ashy taste of bitterness.  

You beg us to learn the songs of freedom,  

but we hum along with the chorus of death that plays in the background of our lives.  

Have mercy on us.  

Forgive us for the desire for power,  

and the willingness to replace one empire with another.  

Forgive us when we think that knowing you for a long time  

 means a privileged place in your kingdom.  

Forgive us when we would push away those who seek to know you;  

 when we consider others too distasteful, too sinful, too blind to be a part of our 

company.  

Forgive us when our desire to follow you ends with the joyful procession  

 and refuses to hear about the inevitable outcome of proclaiming, welcoming, and 

serving. 

Forgive us.  

P Laying aside condemnation, God offers us redemption. Laying aside anger; God 

embraces us with love. Letting go of grief, God pours living water upon us. By water and 

the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, and through the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, † God forgives us all our sins.   

C Amen. Hosanna!  

  



+

 

+
 

D Let us pray, Gracious God,  
 

 We see you in the emerging pea-shoot in spring and in the sublime tableaux of distant 

mountains. We know you in the gaze of love, the healing of misunderstanding, and the 

feeding of the hungry. Help us also to be open to the blossoming of hope that comes 

through the unexpected, the ordinary, and what looks like death to our human eyes – 

breaking open our hearts with joy. We ask this in the name of Jesus, who still astonishes 

us,  

All Amen.  

  



+ 

 
Deacon  9Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; 

    my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

  10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 

   my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

  11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my  

acquaintances; 

   when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

  12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 

    I am as useless as a broken pot. 

 
Deacon  13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 

    they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

  14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. 

    I have said, “You are my God. 
   15My times are in your hand; 

    rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 

  16Let your face shine upon your servant; 

    save me in your steadfast love.” 

 
  



+
R The holy gospel according to Mark 

All Glory to you, O God.  

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 

Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; 

untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The 

Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.” They went away and found a colt 

tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders 

said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ They told them what Jesus had said; 

and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 

cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 

spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and 

those who followed were shouting, 

   ‘Hosanna! 

   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  

   Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

   Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

R Word of God, Word of Life.  

All Praise to you, O Christ.  

+ 

 

+ 
  



+

 



+
D Joining the faithful of every age, let us affirm the mysteries of our faith.  

All We believe in three divine expressions of one God 

We believe in the Creator, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and 

unseen. 

We believe in one Savior, Jesus Christ, eternally begotten of the Creator, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, one in Being with the 

Creator. Through Christ all things were made. For us and for our salvation, the only 

Begotten came down from heaven and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, was born of the 

virgin, Mary, and became human. 

For our sake, Jesus was crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered, died, and was buried, but 

on the third day rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures, then ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Creator. 

One day, Christ will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and God's 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Creator, and who, with the Creator and the Begotten, is worshiped and glorified. The 

Spirit has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

+
D Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need.  

D … God in your mercy,  

All Hear our prayer 

D For what else do the people pray?  
 

You are invited to offer your own petitions of prayer aloud – ending with “God, in your mercy.”  
 

D Trusting in the covenant of mercy, and bending our knee to the way of the cross, we lift 

our prayers with surges of hope to Jesus the Christ, in unity with the Holy Spirit,  

All Amen 

+ 
P The peace of Christ be with you all.  

All Hosanna! And also with you!  

Please share a sign of peace with those around you. Oftentimes we shake hands and say “Peace be with you.” To one 
another. Hosannas and high fives are another good option. 

+
Offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. We offer our abundance to the 

common purse for the purpose of proclaiming God’s word and love, welcoming all people, and serving one another and 
the world. You can also give online at www.cgslc.org/donate. 

The offering of music is made by the CGS Mixed Choir and Keynote Vocal Group today. 

  



+

 

+
 

D Let us pray 

 God our provider, 

All you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and 

these, your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

  



+

 



 



 
P Words of Institution 
 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord's death 

until he comes. 

All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

P Remembering his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall return to 

free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.  

All Hosanna!  

P Now, send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and 

cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

All Hosanna!  

P Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing in 

the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. Through 

him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

God, now and forever. 

All Amen. 

  



+ 
You are invited to pray in the language of your own choosing. 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Just as Christ welcomes all people, all people are welcome at Christ’s table. We are blessed to sit with you at this meal 
of grace regardless of your age, race, creed, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, social status, or ability. There 

are gluten free wafers for those who need them. The chalices contain red wine. The cups contain red wine and white 
grape juice. If you wish to receive a blessing in lieu of grain and grape, tell the pastor when you come forward. 

 

+

 

 



 
 



 
  



+

 
D Let us pray. 

O God,  

All we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and blood of your Son. 

Sustain us on our journey through Holy Week. May our fasting be hunger for justice; our 

alms a making of peace; and our prayer the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ 

our Savior and Lord,  

 Amen 

+ 

+
P God bless you and keep you. 

God’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

God look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

All Amen 

  



+

 

+
P Go in peace and sing Hosanna! 

All Thanks be to God! Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna! 

+

+
 

Our worship continues on Thursday, March 29th at 7:00pm 

 
Selected items in this liturgy have been used with permission from http://www.liturgybytlw.com/Lent/MaunFW.html written by Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel, ELCA. 

Palm Sunday Confession adapted from liturgy written by Thom Shuman, and posted on his Lectionary Liturgies blog. 
Prayers of the People written by David Osborne and published by Wild Goose Publications Glasgow, UK 2017 

“Rise Up” Song inspired by August Gold. Music and Lyric by Chanda Rule.  © 2010 LikeWater Music, All Rights Reserved. http://likewatermusic.com 



The Maundy Thursday service is one of endings and beginnings. What was begun on Ash 
Wednesday is brought to a close here today. What begins today does not end until the resurrection 

of Easter. It is the ancient Triduum, "The Three Sacred Days," which lead us to Easter: Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and the celebration of the Resurrection on Easter Morning 

An invitation to confession is given. The focus is on forgiveness. 

The table is made ready. The time of the Lord's Supper arrives, and Jesus is revealed in bread and wine as once he 
"revealed himself to his disciples." It is a solemn moment, but we cannot linger here. Nor could Jesus. His betrayal was 

imminent. 

Before we know it, the markings of betrayal are seen before us. The symbol of Christ in our midst, the altar, is stripped 
bare. Christ is stripped of his power and glory. Good Friday is inescapable.  

In silence, we depart without benediction. The Three Sacred Days continue with Good Friday tomorrow at 7 pm. 

 

+

+

+
P  Friends in Christ, in the Lenten season we have heard Christ’s call to struggle against sin, 

death, and all that keeps us from loving God and each other.  This is the struggle to which 

we were called at baptism. 

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the 

peace of reconciliation.  On this night let us confess our sin against God and our 

neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with 

one another.   

P Most merciful God, 

All  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

Silence for reflection 

P Most merciful God,  

All We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

Silence for reflection 

P Most merciful God,  

All we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

Silence for reflection 

P: Most merciful God,  

All Have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

Silence for reflection 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we are dead in sin, and makes us alive 

together with Christ. In the name of Jesus Christ + your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 

strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith.  

All Amen. 



  



+

 
  



+
P The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  

All And also with you.  

D Let us pray. Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through 

the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those 

who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All Amen. 

+
Reader A reading from the book of Exodus 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the 

beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation 

of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 

household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 

obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 
5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from 

the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled 

congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it 

on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb 

that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 
9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and 

inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the 

morning you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your 

feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 
12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the 

land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: 

I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the 

blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; 

throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 

R Word of God, Word of Life. 

All Thanks be to God. 

  



+
D 1I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

and listened to my supplication, 
2for the LORD has given ear to me 

whenever I called. 

All 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 

I came to grief and sorrow. 

D 4Then I called upon the name of the LORD: 

“O LORD, I pray you, save my life.” 

All 5Gracious is the LORD and righteous; 

our God is full of compassion. 

D 6The LORD watches over the innocent; 

I was brought low, and God saved me. 

All 7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 

for the LORD has dealt well with you. 

D 8For you have rescued my life from death, 

my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling; 

All 9I will walk in the presence of the LORD 

in the land of the living. 

D 10I believed, even when I said, 

“I am greatly afflicted.” 
11In my distress I said, 

“No one can be trusted.” 

All 12How shall I repay the LORD 

for all the good things God has done for me? 

D 13I will lift the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

All 14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all God’s people. 
15Precious in your sight, O LORD, 

is the death of your servants. 

D 16O LORD, truly I am your servant; 

I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 

All 17I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

and call upon the name of the LORD. 

D 18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all God’s people, 
19in the courts of the LORD’s house, 

in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah! 

  



+
R The holy gospel according to John 

All Glory to you, O God.  
1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end. 2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. 

And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that 

he had come from God and was going to God, 4 got up from the table, took off his outer robe, 

and tied a towel around himself. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 

disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6 He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 7 Jesus answered, "You do not 

know now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 8 Peter said to him, "You will never 

wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." 9 Simon Peter 

said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" 10 Jesus said to him, "One 

who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 

clean, though not all of you." 11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not 

all of you are clean." 12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to 

the table, he said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and 

Lord-- and you are right, for that is what I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have set you an example, that you 

also should do as I have done to you. 16 Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 

master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17 If you know these things, 

you are blessed if you do them. Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 

glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as 

I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' 34 I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another." 

R Word of God, Word of Life. 

All Praise to you, O Christ.  

+
  



+
D Together, let us confess our faith,  

All We believe in three divine expressions of one God 

We believe in the Creator, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and 

unseen. 

We believe in one Savior, Jesus Christ, eternally begotten of the Creator, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, one in Being with the 

Creator. Through Christ all things were made. For us and for our salvation, the only 

Begotten came down from heaven and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, was born of the 

virgin, Mary, and became human. 

For our sake, Jesus was crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered, died, and was buried, but 

on the third day rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures, then ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Creator. 

One day, Christ will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and God's 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Creator, and who, with the Creator and the Begotten, is worshiped and glorified. The 

Spirit has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy, catholic, and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

+
D On this holy night, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.  

 Head of the Body of Christ, we pray for the cloud of witness that are your Church. We 

pray especially for…. 

All are invited to speak aloud their prayers for the Church.  

 God, in your mercy,  

All hear our prayer. 

D Creator God, we pray for all creation. We pray especially for…. 

All are invited to speak aloud their prayers for creation. 

 God, in your mercy,  

All hear our prayer. 

D Savior of all the Nations, we pray for the whole human family in every nation. We pray 

especially for…. 

All are invited to speak aloud their prayers for countries, leaders, and citizens. 

 God, in your mercy,  

All hear our prayer. 

D Healer of every ill, we pray for those who suffer in mind, body, and spirit. We pray 

especially for…. 

All are invited to speak aloud their prayers for the sick, addicted, and healers.  

 God, in your mercy,  

All hear our prayer. 



D Blessed Reconciler, we pray for those who are oppressed, enslaved, and marginalized. We 

pray especially for…. 

All are invited to speak aloud their prayers for oppressed and marginalized people. 

 God, in your mercy,  

All hear our prayer. 

D Holy Spirit, we pray for the things that weigh on our hearts and minds. We especially pray 

for… 

All are invited to speak aloud their prayers of any kind.  

 God, in your mercy,  

All hear our prayer. 

D By the cross of Christ, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray. Mend the 

brokenness within us and by the power of your Holy Spirit, grant us the reconciliation of 

the one who, on the cross, opened his arms to all, Jesus Christ our Savior.  

All Amen  

As you share a sign of peace with one another, you are invited to gather around the table (altar). 

Don’t forget to bring your bulletin with you! 

If you wish to make an offering, you may place it in the (brass) offering plate on the altar as you arrive. Know that 
regardless of your offer, you are welcome at the table. 

+ 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.   

All And also with you.  
 

+
D Let us pray 

God of glory,  

All Receive these gifts and the offering of our lives. As Jesus was lifted up from the earth, 

draw us to your heart in the midst of this world, that all creation may be brought from 

bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, and from death to life; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  



+

Gather in a circle, bring your offering 
Gather in a circle, bring it to the Lord 

Gather in a circle, bring your heart and soul 
Gather in a circle, come to be made whole. 

 

P God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the 

way.  

All In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love and 

light. 

 In every age you sent prophets to make know your love will for all humanity.  

P The cry of the poor has become your own cry, 

All Our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.  

P In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, 

to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to 

prejudice and sin. Then, in the night in which he was betray, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

All He gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body 

given for you, do this for remembering me.  

P Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

All He gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is a new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people, for the forgiveness of sin.  

P Do this for remembering me.  

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery of 

faith:  

All Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.  

P Remembering his death and resurrection,  

All We await the day when Jesus will come to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and 

death. 

P Now send your Holy Spirit 

All Our advocate 

P To fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup.  

All Through this gift, give us courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, so that, rejoicing 

in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of Christ.  

P Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 

almighty God, now and forever.  

All Amen 

  



+
You are invited to pray in the language of your own choosing. 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen. 
 

To share Communion with one another, we will pass the bread and the chalice. 
Turn to the person on your right, give them the bread, and say “The body of Christ, broken for you.” 

Then give them the plate.  
When the chalice reaches you, hold it out for them and say “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

Then give them the chalice 
Take your time. Go slowly. Savor the moment. Sing if you’re able.  

Just as Christ welcomes all people, all people are welcome at Christ’s table. We are blessed to share this meal of 
grace regardless of your age, race, creed, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, social status, or ability. 

+
 

+
D Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, in this sacrament you strengthen us for the suffering of this life, with the 

power of your crucifixion. May it so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will be 

seen in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Creator and the Holy spirit, one 

God, now and forever.   

All Amen. 

+
If you wish to take a part of the altar away, please hold out your hands in front of you.  

Then carry them to the side door where Lois will receive them.  

+
.When the bell is rung, all depart in silence. 

 
 

Our worship continues with Good Friday, tomorrow at 7pm.   

 
 
 
 

Selections of this liturgy were adapted from Liturgies for Life written by Rev. Jack Lundin, ELCA 



  



 



We begin our liturgy as we ended the Maundy Thursday Liturgy: in silence. 
Good Friday is the second day of the Triduum, the "Three Sacred Days" of Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday, and celebration of the Resurrection on Easter Morning. 
Good Friday is marked with austerity, silence and reflection. Everything focuses on our hearts and 

minds of the crucified Christ, reigning from the throne of the cross.   

“Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” asks the hymn. As we enter into the story of Jesus 
crucifixion, this is a good question. How are we “there”? How are we present to Jesus’ suffering and death—in our 
hearts and minds, our communities, and our world? What is the meaning of his suffering and death for us? Good 

Friday worship invites us into such questions and through them forms our faith and guides our lives toward 
compassion. 

In Good Friday worship, we accompany Jesus to the cross with other witnesses who show various ways of being 
present—or not. A fearful Peter denies Jesus. A group of women keep watch and weep for Jesus on the cross. Joseph 

of Arimathea takes care of his lifeless body.  

Watching, weeping, caring, and even denying are all common human responses to suffering. Becoming aware of our 
own witness and responses, we can be present more compassionately to Christ crucified, wherever and whenever we 

encounter him in suffering and injustice. 

Even as we consider how to “be there” in the face of suffering, we know that, as always, Jesus has gone first. We know 
that we are not alone in our own suffering and death, and we consider what to do now with that knowledge.  

Good Friday draws us into a community that wonders together: how can we be “there” with Christ crucified in our world 
and share the hope of resurrection in such places?  

+

+

+
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+
Jesus and his disciples came to a place called Gethsemane. Jesus said to them, “Sit here while I 

pray.” He took Peter, James, and John along with him.  

Jesus began to feel despair and was anxious. He said to his friends, “I’m deeply sad. It’s as if I’m 

dying. Stay here and keep alert.”  Then he went a short distance farther and fell to the ground. 

He prayed that, if possible, he might be spared the time of suffering. saying, “Abba, Father, for 

you all things are possible. Take this cup of suffering away from me. However—not what I want 

but what you want.” 

Jesus came back and found them sleeping. He said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Couldn’t 

you stay woke for one hour? Stay awake and pray so that you won’t give in to temptation. The 

spirit is eager, but the flesh is weak.” 

Again, Jesus left his friends and prayed, saying the same words. And, again, when he came back, 

Jesus found his friends sleeping, for they couldn’t keep their eyes open, and they didn’t have any 

excuses for it. 

Jesus went and came a third time and said, “Will you sleep and rest all night? Enough! The time 

has come for the Human One to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up! Let’s go! Look, 

here comes my betrayer.” 



+

+
No sooner were the words out of his mouth when Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived with a mob 

carrying swords and clubs. They had been sent by the chief priests, legal experts, and elders. 

The betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead 

him away under guard.” 

As soon as he got there, Judas said to Jesus, “Rabbi!” Then Judas kissed him. Then they came and 

grabbed Jesus and arrested him.   

One of the bystanders drew a sword, swung, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off 

his ear. 

Jesus responded, “What is this coming after me with swords and clubs as if I were a dangerous 

criminal? Day after day, I was with you, teaching in the temple, but you didn’t arrest me. What 

you in fact have done, is confirm the prophetic writings.” 

All the disciples cut and ran. One young man, a disciple, was wearing nothing but a linen cloth. 

They grabbed him, but he left the linen cloth behind and ran away naked, rather than be there 

with Jesus. 

+

 



 
 

+
The mob brought Jesus to the high priest of the Sanhedrin (the religious court) where all the 

chief priests, elders, and legal experts were gathered. Peter followed at a safe distance until they 

go to the Chief Priest’s courtyard, where he mingled with the servants and warmed himself at 

the fire 

The chief priests, conspiring with the whole Sanhedrin were looking for testimony against Jesus 

in order to put him to death, but they couldn’t find any. Plenty of people were willing to bring 

false testimony against him, but they contradicted each other. Some stood and lied, saying, “We 

heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple, constructed by humans, and within three days I will 

build another, one not made by humans.’” But even their testimonies didn’t agree exactly. 

Then the high priest stood up in the middle of the gathering and asked Jesus. “Aren’t you going 

to respond to the testimony these people have brought against you?” Jesus was silent and didn’t 

answer.  

Again, the high priest asked, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the blessed one?” Jesus said, “I am. 

And you will see for yourself: the Human One, sitting on the right side of the Almighty and 

coming on the heavenly clouds.” 

Then the high priest lost his temper. Tearing his clothes, he said, “Why do we need any more 

witnesses after that statement? You’ve heard his insult against God. What is your decision?” 

They all condemned him. To death.  

Some began to spit on him. Some blindfolded him and hit him, saying, “Prophesy!” Then the 

guards took him and beat him. 

+
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+
At daybreak, the chief priests—with the elders, legal experts, and the whole Sanhedrin—formed 

a plan. They bound Jesus, led him away, and turned him over to Pilate, the governor. 

Pilate questioned Jesus, asking, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

Jesus replied, “That’s what you say.”  

The chief priests let loose a barrage of accusations.  

Pilate asked Jesus again, “Aren’t you going to answer? What about all these accusations?” 

But Jesus gave no more answers 

Pilate was impressed.  

It was customary every year at the festival for Pilate to release one prisoner; whomever the 

people requested. A man named Barabbas was locked up with the rebels who had committed 

murder during an uprising. The crowd pushed forward and asked Pilate to release someone, as 

he regularly did. Pilate anticipated the people’s request, “Do you want me to release to you the 

king of the Jews?” He knew that the chief priests had handed Jesus over because of jealousy. But 

the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas to them instead. Pilate 

replied, “Then what do you want me to do with the one you call king of the Jews?” 

They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 

Pilate said to them, “Why? What wrong has he done?” 

They shouted even louder, “Crucify him!” 

Pilate gave the crowd what they wanted. He released Barabbas to them. He then turned Jesus 

over to be whipped and crucified. 

+
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+
The soldiers led Jesus away into the courtyard of the palace known as the governor’s 

headquarters, and they called together the entire company of soldiers. They dressed Jesus up in 

a purple robe and twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on him. They began to mock 

him. They saluted him, saying “Bravo! King of the Jews!” Again and again, they struck his head 

with a stick. They spit on him and knelt before him in mock worship. When they finished mocking 

him, they stripped him of the purple robe and put his own clothes back on him. Then they 

marched him out to crucify him. 

Simon, a man from Cyrene, Alexander and Rufus’ father, was coming in from his work in the 

countryside. They forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. 

The soldiers brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means Skull Hill. They tried to give 

him wine mixed with myrrh (a mild painkiller), but he didn’t take it. They nailed him to a cross. 

They divided up his clothes, throwing dice to determine who would take what.  

It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. They wrote a notice of the formal charge 

against him. It said “The king of the Jews.” They crucified two outlaws with him, one to his right 

and one to his left.  

People walking by insulted him, shaking their heads and saying, “Ha! So you were going to 

destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, were you? Then save yourself and come down 

from that cross!” 

In the same way, the chief priests were making fun of him among themselves, together with the 

legal experts. “He saved others, but he can’t save himself? Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come 

down from the cross. Then we’ll see and believe.”  

Even the men who were being crucified alongside Jesus mocked him. 

+

Chris Collins 

+
At noon, the sky became extremely dark. The darkness lasted for three hours. At three o’clock, 

Jesus groaned out of the depths, crying loudly, “Eloi, eloi, lama sabachthani,” which means, “My 

God, my God, why have you left me?” 

Some bystanders who heard him said, “Look! He’s calling for Elijah!” Someone ran, soaked a 

sponge with sour wine, and put it on a pole. He offered it to Jesus to drink, saying, “Let’s see if 

Elijah will come to take him down.” 

But Jesus let out a loud cry and died. 

At that moment, the Temple curtain ripped right down the middle, from top to bottom. When 

the Roman centurion who stood guard right in front of Jesus saw how he died, he said, “This 

man must be the Son of God.” 

Some women were watching from a distance, including Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 

of the younger James and Joses, and Salome. When Jesus was in Galilee, these women had 

followed and supported him, along with many other women who had come to Jerusalem with 

him. 

  



+
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+
Since it was late in the afternoon on Preparation Day, just before the Sabbath would begin, 

Joseph from Arimathea, a highly respected member of the Sanhedrin, went to the governor.  

Joseph was a man who eagerly anticipated the coming of God’s kingdom. He dared to approach 

Pilate and ask for Jesus’ body.  

Pilate questioned if Jesus could have died so quickly. He called the centurion and asked him 

whether Jesus had already died. When Pilate learned from the centurion that Jesus was dead, he 

gave the corpse to Joseph. 

Having already purchased a linen burial shroud, Joseph took Jesus down from the cross, 

wrapped him in the cloth, and placed him in a tomb that had been carved out of the rock. He 

rolled a stone against the entrance to the tomb. 

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Jesus watched the burial and saw where Jesus was 

buried. 

+
 
 

As the bell tolls you are invited to remain as long as you wish.  

When you are ready, we invite you to leave the sanctuary in silence.  

Worship continues on Sunday morning at 10am  
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United States of America. 
 

  



 
On the night before Easter morning, it is common practice that Christians all around the world will sit 

vigil in preparation for the coming dawn of resurrection. In this time, we prepare ourselves for 
resurrection by remembering God’s promises of salvation.  

 

When we do this, we often gather around a bonfire. In this fire, we can burn the previous years’ palm 
branches to be used for our Ash Wednesday crosses, and we can light a new paschal candle for the 

first time. We might also recall the fires of Pentecost that signified the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
 

With this devotion at home, gather around a flame, read through the stories of God’s promises, and prepare your heart 
for the new life that is yours by the death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ.  

 
 

+

The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of my heart and mind. 
 

+
Read each story and put together an arching narrative of God’s faithfulness. Between each reading, 
there is a prayer or song you may sing in response.  
 

Genesis 1.1 – 2.4a   

Genesis 7.1-5, 11-18; 8.6-18; 9.8-13 

Genesis 22.1-18     

Exodus 14.10-31; 15.20-21   

Isaiah 55.1-11     

Proverbs 8.1-8, 19-21; 9.4b-6  

Ezekiel 36.24-28     

Ezekiel 37.1-14     

Zephaniah 3.14-20    

Jonah 1.1 – 2.1     

Isaiah 61.1-4, 9-11    

Daniel 3.1-29     

Romans 6.3-1
 

+
Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the light of the risen Christ. Renew us 

with your Spirit, that we might be able to worship you in sincerity and truth and we might shine 

as a light in the world.  

 



 1 

 
 

+

When you are finished, bless one another by making a sign of the cross on your body, speaking these 
or similar words: 

 

Mighty God, who raised Jesus Christ to life, lift you up and restore you to wholeness.  

Crist, the Morning Star who never sets, scatter the shadows and fill you with light.  

Holy Spirit, who renews the whole earth, refresh you in the gift of baptism this night and always.  

In the name of the Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer, Amen.  


