Gathering
Pastor

In the name of the Creator, Redeemer, + and Sustainer.

All

Amen
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Deacon

Holy God, merciful and mighty
You are the river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring, you are
the fire of rebirth.
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, rivers and streams;
Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow.
Your waters are below us, around us, above us:
our life is born in you.
You are the fountain of resurrection.
Praise to you for your saving water
Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that saves
us in this sacrament.
Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism.
Renew us in your promise so that we may serve this world in all its
need
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Pastor

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All

And also with you.

Deacon

Let us pray…

Deacon

Righteous God, you sent your son Jesus to be baptized by John in the
Jordan, so that all might hear the proclamation of your love. Make us
voices of proclamation, so that all might know of your love through
our words and our actions. We pray these things in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

All

Amen.
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Word

Reader

This is God’s creating word

(Matthew 3)
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near." 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he
said,
"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.'"
4
Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people
of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region

1
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along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.
7
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to
flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do
not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our
ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire.
11
I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor
and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire."
13
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized
by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be
baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 15But Jesus answered him,
"Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness." Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, "This is
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased."
Reader

God speaks to us in many ways.

All

Thanks be to God.

Page | 9

Pastor

People of God, I ask you…will you share in the mutual ministry that
Christ has given to all who are baptized and hold them in prayer?

All

We will, and we ask God to help us.

Pastor

I now declare you installed as council members of this congregation.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in
peace, that you may be faithful servants of Christ. Amen.
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Deacon

United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need.

Deacon

… God in your mercy,

All

Hear our prayer

Deacon

For what else do the people of God pray?
Here we invite you to offer up any prayers that might weigh on your heart or
speak to your life.

Deacon

Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All

Amen

Pastor

The peace of Christ be with you always.

All

And also with you.
We encourage you to share a sign of peace with one another. We often shake
hands or hug while saying “Peace be with you.” We welcome all by asking for a
hug before giving it.

Meal
“My Son, the Beloved” CGS Mixed Choir
As the choir lifts up a musical offering, we collect an offering of the abundance
that God gives us and the prayers of our hearts. You’re invited to use the pieces
of paper in the pew to write a prayer that will be lifted up next week. You can
place your prayers, and your offering in the plates that are passed. You can
also give online at www.cglsc.org/donate or email your prayer requests to
pastormanda@cgslc.org.
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Deacon

Blessed are you… Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All

Amen.

Pastor

The Lord be with you

All

And also with you

Pastor

Lift up your hearts

All

We lift them up to God

Pastor

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

All

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor

It is indeed right.. we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Pastor

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.
The universe declares your praise:
beyond the stars; beneath the sea;
within each cell; with every breath.

All

We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness:
through the water; by night and day;
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.

All

We bless you, O God.
We give you thanks for your dear Son:
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer;
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.

All

We thank you, O God.

Pastor

Words of Institution
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,
we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Pastor

We pray for the gift of your Spirit:
in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end.

All
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Amen.

We pray the way that Christ taught us, but each in our own language.
Our God in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Just as Christ welcomes all people, all people are welcome at Christ’s table here
at CGS. We invite you to share communion regardless of your age, race, creed,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, social status, or ability. There are
gluten free wafers for those who need them. The silver chalices contain red
wine. The ceramic chalices contain white grape juice. If you wish to receive a
blessing in lieu of grain and grape, let the pastor know when you come
forward. They will be happy to give you a blessing.
This morning the council members stand ready to offer you a blessing and to
pray with you.
If you wish to receive a blessing, hold out your hands to the council member at
the end of your communion line and they will bless you with oil.
If you wish to pray with a council member please go to the back of the
sanctuary after receiving communion where the council persons will be waiting
to pray with you.
If you know of someone in the pew who missed a blessing or would like a
prayer, please alert the ushers or just tap the nearest council member so that
they can help you serve the person in the pew.
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Deacon

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of
Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to
proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

All

Amen.

Sending
Pastor

May God bless you and keep you
May God’s face shine on you and be gracious to you
May God look upon you with favor and bring you peace
In the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Amen
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Deacon

Go in peace and praise the Lord.

All

Thanks be to God.
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